186th ORANGE COUNTY FAIR
239 WISNER AVENUE
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 10940

® TELEPHONE: (845) 775-4933 EMAIL: ocfairny@yahoo.com

WEBSITE: www.orangecountyfair.com

July 23 - August 2, 2026

**ENTRY RULES & REGULATIONS**

(Unless otherwise noted in the specific rules of an individual Department)

OPENING & CLOSING OF EXHIBITS:

1.) Exhibits for the Orange County Fair will open for public viewing on Thursday, July 23, 2026.
2.) All exhibits must remain on display through the close of the Fair on Sunday, August 2, 2026.

3.) Exhibits Acceptance & Removal:

a. Acceptance and release times for exhibits are outlined in each Department’s Rules
and Regulations. These schedules are strictly enforced with no exceptions.

b. All exhibits must be delivered to the RED BARN (formerly the Old Sportsman
Building/Old McDonald’s Farm).

c. Exhibits will be available for pickup on Monday, August 3, 2026, unless otherwise
directed by the Department Superintendent. Claim tags must be presented when
retrieving exhibits.

4.) Unclaimed Exhibits: Exhibits not collected on Monday, August 3, 2026, will be transferred
to the Fair Office and held for one (1) week. Items not claimed within that period will be
discarded.

ENTRY FORMS:

1.)Entry forms may be submitted by mail, email, or in person up to the deadline specified in each
Department’s Rules and Regulations.

2.) Entry forms will be accepted at the Orange County Fair Office from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Tuesday through Friday

3.) If you are mailing in your entry forms, please send it to: Orange County Fair
239 Wisner Avenue
Middletown, NY 10940
Attn: Entry Clerk

4.) When submitting your entry form by mail, be sure to include the required entry fee.
5.) Checks or money orders should be made payable to: Orange County Fair.

6.) Entry fees are set at ten percent (10%) of the First Prize Premium for each class entered,
unless otherwise specified in the department’s rules.

7.) Junior Exhibitors will be charged a $1.00 entry fee per Department. This allows them to enter
multiple classes within the Junior Section of that Department and includes a Junior Exhibitor Pass.

8.) ALL ENTRY FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.


mailto:ocfairny@yahoo.com
http://www.orangecountyfair.com/

9.) A_separate entry form must be used for each Department entered. Forms may be copied

as needed.

10.) Entry forms should be completed carefully, as incorrect or incomplete information may delay
the processing of awards.

11.) All exhibits must be entered under the name of the owner, agent, producer, or manufacturer.
Exhibitors must provide certification of ownership if requested by the Orange County Agricultural
Society, Inc.

ENTRY TAGS:
All entry tags will be available in the respective departments on entry day and will not be
mailed.

EXHIBITOR PASSES:

1.) Exhibitor passes are provided as a courtesy and do not include access to amusement
rides.

2.) Exhibitor passes will be issued as follows:

ADULT/SENIOR
- Entry Form(s) total: $5.00 or more = Four (4) Exhibitor Passes.
- Entry Form(s) total: Less than $5.00 = Two (2) Exhibitor Passes.

NIOR EXHIBITORS (A 7-1

- Receive a Junior Exhibitor Pass that is good for admission to the Fair daily.
3.) Exhibitor passes will be distributed by the Department Superintendent on the day
exhibits are submitted for display.

4.) Under no circumstances will exhibitor passes be issued at the Fair Office.

JUDGING/JUDGES:

1.) Judging for all Exhibits will start Sunday, July 19, 2026, through Saturday, August 1,
2026.

2.) Exhibits awarded premiums will be marked with prize ribbons or stickers, placed by the judges
for public viewing. Official judge’s records - NOT ribbons or stickers - will serve as the basis for
premium payments.

3.) No individual may serve as a judge in any class in which they have entered items or
livestock for competition.

4.) Premiums will only be awarded to entries deemed worthy by the judges.

5.) Any exhibitor who provides false information about an entry or interferes with the judging
process in any way will be disqualified and forfeit eligibility for premiums for that year.

6.) If only one entry is submitted in a class, judges will determine whether it merits a first, second,
or third premium. Judging is based on quality and standards of excellence, not on comparison.

PROTESTS:

All protests must be submitted in writing to the Orange County Agricultural Society within six (6)
hours after the class has been judged. A $10.00 fee must accompany each protest and will be
forfeited if the protest is not upheld



PAYMENT OF PREMIUMS:

1.) Premium checks will be mailed to all winners. Please ensure that your complete mailing
address is provided.

2.) As required by law, the Society must submit a detailed report to the State Agricultural
Department. Therefore, all premium checks must be cashed on or before December 2026.

EXHIBITORS:

1.) The Officers of the Orange County Agricultural Society oversee the exhibition and
maintain full authority over all exhibits. While every reasonable precaution is taken to
prevent theft, fire, or accidents, the Fair and its officers are not responsible for any loss or
damage. Exhibits are accepted under these conditions.

2.) The Orange County Agricultural Society reserves the right to refuse, conditionally accept, or
remove any exhibit; disqualify exhibitors; prohibit displays; or revoke awards without liability for
damages.

3.) Exhibitors who fail to cooperate with Department Superintendents may forfeit
premiums and risk suspension from future participation.

4.) Department Superintendents may reject any exhibits that are unfinished, dirty, or in
poor condition.

5.) No animal or article may compete for more than one premium unless otherwise specified by
the department.

6.) To compete for premiums, exhibitors must have lived in Orange County or a neighboring
county for at least six months prior to the Fair, unless otherwise noted in department rules.

7.) Exhibitors are responsible for transporting their exhibits to and from the fairgrounds.
The Fair does not provide transportation or cover related expenses.

8.) The Orange County Agricultural Society and its management are not liable for entries
submitted in error and will not reopen judging for such cases.

9.) Exhibited items may be offered for sale during the Fair unless prohibited by department rules;
however, they may not be removed until the Fair closes.

10.) Fair Officers and appointed police will maintain order on the grounds, enforce all rules,
and provide security, including overnight supervision during the exhibition.

11.) All inquiries regarding the Fair, its arrangements, or the purchase of privileges should be
directed to: Orange County Agricultural Society, Inc.
239 Wisner Avenue, Middletown, New York 10940.
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